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December 2025 and January 2026 

From our Minister – Revd David Jebb 
A MESSAGE OF HOPE, JOY, AND NEW BEGINNINGS 
 
My dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As I sit in the quiet of my study, watching the winter light fade and thinking of each of you, 
my soul is moved by the profound mystery we are about to celebrate together. In the stillness 
of this Advent season, I find myself reflecting on the incredible gift God has given me in you—
this beautiful community of faith where Christ's love becomes tangible through your 
kindness, your prayers, and your faithful witness. 
 
In these final days of waiting, I pray we might all find a moment to truly still our hearts before the miracle of the manger. 
For this is no distant story, no mere historical event this is the moment the God of all creation chose to enter into our 
human experience, to know our joys and sorrows, to walk our paths and bear our burdens. 
 

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us." (John 1:14) - Every time I 
ponder these words, I'm struck anew by their radical intimacy. God didn't shout from 
heaven's balconies. He came down the stairs and sat at our table. He became vulnerable, 
small, dependent—all for love of us. That tiny child in Bethlehem's manger is God's 
definitive answer to every question our hearts have ever asked about whether we're loved, 
whether we matter, whether God cares.  And what brings me the greatest comfort this 
season is knowing this same Jesus meets us exactly where we are not where we pretend to 
be, not where we wish we were, but in the actual circumstances of our lives. In the anxiety 
that keeps us awake at night, in the grief that still catches us by surprise, in the hopes we 
barely dare to name—there He is, offering healing for our wounded past, strength for our 
weary present, and a peace that truly does "pass all understanding" for whatever the future 
may hold.  

 
As we light candles and sing familiar carols, as we gather with those we love and remember those who are no longer 
with us, may we feel the profound truth that we are not alone. God is with us—not just in some general sense, but 
personally, intimately, wonderfully with each one of us.  I want to personally invite you to come and kneel beside me at 
our Christmas services. Let's make this journey to the manger together through the childlike wonder of our Christingle 
service, the joyful storytelling of our Family Carols, the profound beauty of our Lessons and Carols, and the holy stillness 
of Midnight Communion, Christmas Service on Christmas Day. Let's encounter the newborn King together, as a family. 
 
And as we stand at the threshold of a New Year, I pray we might help one another walk more closely with Jesus in 2026. 
Not just as church members, but as true disciples—hungry to know Him more in Scripture and prayer, and courageous 
in making His love known in our neighbourhoods and workplaces. May you feel Emmanuel's presence in every moment 
of this Holy season. May His peace calm your heart, His joy lift your spirit, and His grace sustain you through whatever 
comes. 

Yours in Christ's love,       David Jebb 

Revd David Jebb, Minister of St John’s Methodist Church  

You can also see David’s monthly blog on our website at www.stjohnspb.org.uk/ministers-blog 
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Services 

 
 

JANUARY SERVICES 2026 
 

Date Time Service Preacher 

 
Sunday 4 January 
 

10.30am Covenant Communion Service Revd David Jebb  

Sunday 11 January 10.30am 
 
Morning Service 
 

 
Dr Paul Dakin 
 

 
Sunday 18 January  

10.30am Creative Church   Stuart Johnson 

 
Sunday 25 January  
 

10.30am Morning Service Revd David Jebb 

All ages are welcome to our 10.30am services. Under 3s are welcome in church and in the adjoining crèche area at the back of the 
church. Other children are invited to Junior Johns in the Garden Room. More information from a Steward or Jackie Hart 07825 211657. 

DECEMBER SERVICES 
 

Sunday 7 December 10.30am 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
St John’s Worship Team 

 
Sunday 14 December 10.30am 

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 
Revd David Jebb 

& CREATIVE CHURCH  
In Main Hall 

 
Sunday 21 December 4pm 

ALL AGE CAROLS WITH DRAMA 
St John’s Worship Team 

 
Wednesday 24 December 11pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE HOLY COMMUNION 
Revd David Jebb 

 
Thursday 25 December 10.30am 

CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICE 
Revd David Jebb 

 
Sunday 28 December 10.30am 
SONGS AND HYMNS SERVICE 

Wendy Webb 
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About Our Preachers …  

 
 

Dr Paul Dakin is a retired medical doctor who dedicates a significant time to local preaching. He comes from the Cuffley 
area so is fairly local. He has always been close to the Methodist denomination. Paul has preached here before and his 
style and message is always thought provoking.  

Stuart Johnson has spoken at St John's many times before as he has served as a local preacher for 40 years this year! 
He is also the Senior Circuit Steward which means he oversees all the churches in the St Albans and Welwyn Circuit. 

Revd David Jebb is our Minster at St John's and also Superintendent for 10 churches in the St Albans & Welwyn Circuit. 
David likes leading our monthly Holy Communion service where all children and adults are invited if they would like, to 
eat bread and drink some non-alcoholic wine as a reminder of the last meal Jesus ate with his disciples. 

Wendy Webb is well known to many of the St John’s community as she previously served as our Comm unity worker a 
number of years ago.  Wendy has been a local preacher since her twenties and, whilst she particularly values  
contemplation worship, she also enjoys leading worship in many different styles. 

 
  
 

 

New Themed Preaching Series 
at St. John’s Methodist Church in Potters Bar 

‘HOPE FOR A WEARY WORLD’  

 
 
Beginning Sunday, 11 January 
2026 
In a world weighed down by 
uncertainty, conflict, and fatigue, 
our hearts long for something sure 
and lasting—something that can 
carry us through the storms of life. 
This January and February, we invite 
you to join us on a seven-week 
journey of renewal and discovery: 
Hope for a Weary World. 
Together, we’ll explore the deep 
and unshakeable hope found in 
God—a hope that endures through 
every season of life. Through 
Scripture, reflection, and worship, 
we’ll encounter the God who 

brings:  Comfort in our grief;  Peace in our struggles; Courage for each new day 
 
In Christ alone, our Hope is found. Come and be refreshed as we learn to live as people of authentic, active 
hope—a hope strong enough to transform our hearts and light up the world.  (more details overleaf) 
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Sunday, 11 January: Hope in Grief - Preacher Dr Paul Dakin  

• Key Texts: Psalm 34:18; Matthew 5:4; 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 
• Big Idea: God meets us in our mourning, not to erase sorrow, but to bring comfort, presence, and 

purpose through it. 
• This Week: We will explore God's closeness to the broken-hearted, the comfort of Jesus, and how 

our sorrow can be refined into deeper empathy and service. 

Sunday, 18 January: Hope in Change – Preacher Mr Stuart Johnson  

• Key Texts: Isaiah 43:18–19; Romans 12:2; Philippians 3:13–14 
• Big Idea: Change is hard, but God is the author of new things—we can trust Him to make a way 

forward. 
• This Week: We will honestly name our fears, learn to see God at work in newness, and discover how 

to partner with Him in transformation. 

Sunday, 25 January: Hope in Community – Preacher Revd Dr David Jebb 

• Key Texts: Acts 2:42–47; Hebrews 10:24–25; Galatians 6:2 
• Big Idea: True hope is reinforced and multiplied in the life of Christian 

community—we are stronger together. 
• This Week: We will look at the biblical picture of shared life, the 

discipline of encouragement, and the power of practical compassion. 

Sunday, 1 February: Hope in God’s Promises - Preacher Revd Nick Young 

• Key Texts: Hebrews 10:23; Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians 1:20 
• Big Idea: God’s promises are sure; anchoring our hope in them steadies us in uncertain seasons.  
• This Week: We will learn what it means to 'hold fast' to God's promises and how they shape our 

decisions and courage. 

Sunday, 8 February: Hope in Prayer - Worship Leader: Mrs Jenet Jebb 

• Key Texts: Philippians 4:6–7; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18; Matthew 7:7–11 
• Big Idea: Prayer connects weary hearts to God’s peace and power; it is both our refuge and our 

calling. 
• This Week: We will explore prayer as a place of refuge, a relationship of persistent asking, and a life-

giving spiritual practice. 

Sunday, 15 February: Hope that Leads to Action – Preacher: Revd Dr David Jebb 

• Key Texts: James 2:14–26; Matthew 25:31–46; Galatians 5:13–14 
• Big Idea: Genuine hope is active faith that transforms hearts also transforms the world through 

practical love. 
• This Week: We will see how faith and works together are the proof of a living hope and how we can 

mobilise as a church for service. 
 

Sunday, 22 February: Hope of Resurrection & Renewal: Preacher: Revd Alan Combes  
 

• Key Texts: 1 Peter 1:3–4; Revelation 21:1–4; Romans 6:4 
• Big Idea: The ultimate hope is resurrection—God’s promise of final renewal changes how we live 

now. 
• This Week: We will celebrate the present hope of the resurrection and how its power fuels our 

mission and holiness today. 
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Care Homes Services 
 
 

Date Time Location 

Wednesday 17 December  3pm Carol Singing at Cuffley Manor Care Home 

Wednesday 21 January  3pm Cuffley Manor Care Home 

We lead services Cuffley Manor Care Home on 3rd Wednesday of each month.. All are welcome to come and join the small team as we 
worship with and talk to the residents. The service lasts about half an hour with time to talk over tea and coffee afterwards. 

If any members are free on 
these dates and would be 
willing to come along to 
sing or simply spend time 
with the residents, they 
would be very welcome, 
but please let 
Revd David Jebb know a 
few days beforehand, so 
that the care homes can be 
informed in good time. 

 
St John’s Family News   
 

Celebrate: On 15th November we were very 
pleased to welcome Kirstie and Corey for the 
baptism of their daughter Clarabella Joy Hancock.  
Kirstie grew up at St John’s and wanted to return 

with Clarebella so that her great grandmother (Wow!), June Beales, a much loved 
member of St John’s, was able to attend and share in this very special church 
event. 
 
The service coincided with Creative Church so we ended up with a very lively 
celebration!  
Photo shows Corey (Clarabella’s dad!) Clarabella, June and Kirstie 
 
Please Pray:  

• Several church members have concerns about the health of family and friends.  Please remember 
them in your prayers. 

• With the forthcoming Festive season - a time when many families meet together, we pray for 
anyone who will be spending Christmas on their own.  

• Also, our thoughts are with families who have suffered loss during the year for whom this 
Christmas will seem a little different. 

• From the Book of Remembrance we think of members who died in December - Ian Banks and 
Lionel Roberts, and in  January - Chris Hayes, Doris Snell, Leslie Dyson and Doris Pearce in years 
gone by.  We remember them in our prayers. 

 
Helen Strand - Pastoral Coordinator ( email hstrand@aol.com  phone 07821 786170 ) 

Carol Singing at Cuffley Manor 
Care Home led by the friends from 
St John’s Methodist Church  
 
Wednesday 17th December 2025 at 3pm 
 
Come and join us for a warm and joyful 
afternoon as we meet with residents and 
staff! 
 
Enjoy friendly conversation, festive cheer 
and delicious mince pies and coffee to 
follow. 

mailto:hstrand@aol.com
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Saturday Morning Prayers 
 
You are warmly invited to join our weekly prayer 
group for a time of reflection and prayers every 
Saturday morning at 9am. These 45-minute 
gatherings are lovingly led by a dedicated team 
of ministers, lay preachers, and other friends,  
What began as a local gathering has blossomed 
into a beautiful, global community. We are truly 
blessed to be joined regularly by brothers and 
sisters in Christ from our church, across our 
circuit, throughout the country, and even from as 
far away as South Africa and New Zealand. 
Please see our schedule of prayer leaders above 
for the coming months (December & January) 
listed above for you. 
The following Zoom link is our consistent 
meeting place, and we will only send a new link 
if an urgent change is required. A reminder will 
be communicated by our Circuit Administrator on the Thursday prior. 
You are invited!   Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/98382699249?pwd=OThXWEc5WnZ0TmpiajNhS3E3NGYvQT09 
Meeting ID: 983 8269 9249                   Passcode: 178314 
We look forward to praying with you! 
 

Lest We Forget! 
 

At our Remembrance Service with Rev Nigel Perrott we were 

joined by our Scout Group and focussed on the 80th 

Anniversary of VE Day. Headlines from actual newspapers from 

1945 were read out and we had to fill in the missing words We 

also heard memories of the war either first hand from Val, or a 

memory passed down to a Scout, or a reflection of what 

Remembrance means to another Scout. Our cross was 

decorated with poppies plus over a 100 lighted LED nightlights 

were at the foot of the cross. The message from the service was 

based on the bible reading from Revelation 21:1-4 The New 

Heaven and the New Earth. A jigsaw puzzle was 

made from 15 boxes hidden around the church 

which formed the phrases 'Victory through 

Sacrifice', 'Hope for the Future' and 'Light in the 

Darkness'. Jesus, the light of world, gives us these 

reassurances for the final future where there will 

be no more death, grief, crying or pain. To help us 

remember this, everyone was invited to come 

forward at the end of the service to take an LED 

nightlight home with them with the words 'lest we 

forget’ written on the light.  

Saturday Morning Prayer Leaders 
December 2025 – 9am to 9.45am 

6 December – Rev Dr David Jebb 
13 December – Jean Owen 

20 December – Rev Daniel Yovan 

January 2026 – 9am to 9.45am 
10 January – Deacon Nigel Perrott 

17 January – Daniel Holt 
24 January – Jenet Jebb 

31 January – Rev Rosemary Mutopo 

https://zoom.us/j/98382699249?pwd=OThXWEc5WnZ0TmpiajNhS3E3NGYvQT09
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Churches Together in Potters Bar (CTPB) 
 

 
Prayer Breakfasts:   Churches together in Potters Bar invite you to join them at 
8.30am on the 1st Saturday of each month as they pray for the Churches and 
Community of Potters Bar. Meetings last for approximately 45 minutes followed by 
breakfast.  The next Prayer Breakfast will take place on Saturday 6 December at St 
Giles Church, Blanche Ln, South Mimms, EN6 3PE 
  

 

4th Potters Bar Scout News  
 

SCOUT CHRISTMAS MARKET: 4th Potters Bar Scout 
Group would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who came to the Christmas Market on 8 November, 
or helped with it in any way.  It was a very happy and 
well attended event, and we are delighted that it 
raised the amazing amount of £2, 737 to help us to 

continue our valuable work with the young people in the Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts.  

 

 
 

   

4th POTTERS BAR SCOUT GROUP 
QUIZ EVENING 

 

Saturday 7th February 2026  
at  

St John’s  7pm for a prompt 7.30pm start.  
 

Tables of 8, but we can accommodate smaller 

numbers. 
£10 per person including hot meal. 

Bring your own drinks - no alcohol please.  
Contact Liz Bekooy (Tel 659597) 
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Christmas at Shenley 
 

Shenley Methodist Church has a very busy December ahead and they would love you 
to join them at any of the following events …  
 
 
Saturday 6 December - Dog Walker Coffee Stop 
If you’re out for your morning dog walk on Saturday 6 December between 10 -
11am and fancy a quick coffee in a dog friendly space, pop in to Shenley 
Methodist Church Community room.    A hot drink, warm welcome & plenty of 
dog treats await! 
 
 

Sunday 7 December 3.30-6pm - Christmas Messy Church  
All aboard for an Immersive Polar Express Movie experience.  
Amidst the Christmas pjs, hot chocolate, cookies, smoke machines, bells & 
Santa we will be journeying to discover the true meaning of Christmas- 
believe! 
90 places were reserved within 48 hours of posting on Eventbrite - it’s going to 
be busy! 

 
 
Tuesday 9 December 10.30am to 12pm  
We’re delighted to host a special party for our fabulous little people who attend our 
weekly baby & toddler group.  
Giant snow globe, toys, Christmas cake decorating, crafts, nativity dress up, nativity busy 
table, Santa, festive jingle bell song time and much more to celebrate this wonderful 
time of the year. Maybe a ride in Santa’s sleigh too!  
 
 

Sunday 14 December - Festive Wreath Making Workshop (various times – 
see advert) 
 
Returning for another year, our fundraising wreath workshop. The first session is 
already fully booked but there are a few places left on 2-4pm or 5-7pm. 
No experience or creative flair required - expert guidance on hand! 
Enjoy a couple of hours away from the busy season preparation and relax. Coffee, 

mulled apple and mince pies included.    All materials supplied to create and take home your beautiful 
decoration.  Detailed Events (Naomi Moir) are generously donating all profits from this occasion to family & 
youth work at Shenley Methodist Church  
 
 
Sunday 21 December 10.30am  - Carol Service  
Shenley friends invite you to a traditional service of favourite 
carols  and familiar readings. Mince pies & coffee will follow. 

  
 
 
 



 

9 of 12 
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The World Premier of ‘An Advent Christmas’  
 
Hold onto your halos/horns and come and join us for the inaugural production of the Potters Bar Churches 
Drama Group – and the world Premier of “An Advent Story”  
 
For thousands of years, Hell’s finest minds have been watching for the coming of the Messiah.  Now it’s 
actually happening and our noble demons must use all their cunning to try and stop him being born 
(Spoiler alert: they don’t!)  But what starts as an exciting game of one-upmanship against the angels takes a 
serious turn when the demons realise that one of their number will stop at nothing to achieve their goal …  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 of 12 

Regular Activities 

 
Day Time Activity Contact 

Mondays 
 

10am – 11.45am Jumping Johns Toddlers Margaret Bland 07887 532128 

10am – 12pm Can We Fix It Group Roger Croughton 01707 650438 

10.30am – 11.30am Vestry Hour Revd David Jebb 01707 652978 

8pm – 10pm Badminton  Margaret Bland 07887 532128 

Tuesdays 11am – 3pm Welcome Space Barbara Thompson 01707 665621 

Wednesdays 
 

6.30pm – 8pm Cubs www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk 

2.30pm – 4.30pm 
Strafford Gate House Group 
(Usually 3rd Wednesday in the 
month) 

David Carter 07709 284852 

7.45pm – 9pm 
Bible Study in Clifton Room 
(Fortnightly) 

Lesley Humphreys 07961 347152 

Thursdays 7pm – 8.30pm Scouts www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk 

Fridays 
 

 
10.30am – 12pm 
 

Morning Coffee in Clifton Room 
(1st and 3rd Fridays in the month) 

 

10.30am 
Byng Drive House Group 
(Fortnightly) 

Dawn Fenner 07969 924346 

6.15pm – 7.15pm Beavers www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk 

Saturdays 9am– 9.45am Let’s Pray Together (by Zoom)  Revd David Jebb 01707 652978 

 

Let’s Pray  
 

 
 

 

Lord this Christmastime grant us  

The faith and grace of Mary 

The integrity and honour of Joseph 

The curiosity and courage of the Shepherds 

The generosity and hospitality of the Innkeeper 

The wisdom and tenacity of the Wise Men 

And the gentleness and compassion of the Christ Child 

So we can best reflect the light of your love to the World. 

 

 

Amen 
 

 

http://www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk/
http://www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk/
http://www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk/
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CHRISTMAS FUN PAGE 

 

CAN YOU WORK OUT THE TITLES OF THE CAROLS FROM THE INTIAL LETTERS? 

a. 

A I A M 

b. 

H T H A S 

c. 

O C A Y F 

d. 

A F T R O G 

e. 

C O T B 

f. 

D D M O H 

g. 

D Y H W I H 

h. 

G R Y M G 

 

Copies of next month’s SJ News will be available in Church on Sunday 25 January 2026! 

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 
In which country … 
 

1 …is the giant straw Yule Goat a symbol? 
 

2 …are children visited by 13 Yule Lads in the nights before Christmas who fill their 

boots with either candy (good) or rotten potatoes (naughty)? 
 

3 …is the Pohutukawa an alternative Christmas tree? 
 

4 …do they leave a tall red candle in the window as symbol of warmth and shelter? 
 

5 …is a baked ham with a pineapple and sorrel glaze traditional Christmas fayre? 
 

6 …is Oplatek (an unleavened religious wafer) broken and shared along with a 

Christmas greeting? 
 

7 …is a Pickle hidden amongst the branches of the Chrismas tree? 
 

Sourced from: https://www.countryliving.com/uk/homes-interiors/g63179927/christmas-traditions-around-the-world/ 
 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 

A 7-year-old was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible.  But then one day she floored her 

granny by asking, "Which virgin was the mother of Jesus?  The virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?" 

 

The week before Christmas, 2 young boys were spending the night at their grandma’s home.   

At bedtime the two boys knelt beside their bed to say their prayers.   

The younger one began shouting his prayers “I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE…I PRAY FOR A NINTENDO…”  

His brother said “Why are you shouting?  God isn’t deaf!”  His brother replied “No, but Grandma is!! 

County Answers: 1Sweden; 2 Iceland; 3 New Zealand; 4 Ireland; 5 Barbados; 6 Poland; 7 Myth Garmany, reality likely USA 

Carol Answers: a Away In A Manger; b Hark the Herald Angels Sing; c O Come All Ye Faithful; d Angels From The Realms Of Glory; e Carol Of The Bells; 

f Ding Dong Merrily On High; g Do You Here What I Hear?;  h God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 


